AUTSRIAN CONGRESSES AND INTERVENTIONS.       757

will of the governments. They constituted themselves a politi-
cal supreme court for Europe, directing an international police
against revolution. The two constitutional monarchies of the
West, England and France, kept out of this demonstration, but
in a passive attitude, leaving the field clear for the absolutist mon-
archies of the East.

This triumph for Metternich was announced to the world in
the form of a despatch from the Russian government to its ambas-
sador at Naples. " The Neapolitan revolution presents in itself
too alarming a character to be ignored by the sovereigns. . .
They have recognised this same spirit of trouble and disorder
which will shortly lay waste the whole world. . . The sover-
eigns at once decided to admit the legality of nothing that was
established in the Kingdom of Naples by revolution and usurpa-
tion.''

Accordingly the sovereigns, refusing to negotiate with a revo-
lutionary government, invited the King of Naples to come in
person, to make terms with them at Laybach, where the congress
was now sitting. They also summoned the other princes of
Italy.

The Congress of Laybach regulated the domestic arrange-
ments of the Kingdom of Naples; King Ferdinand, who had left
Naples swearing to defend the constitution, asked the congress to
restore the absolutist system. The great powers decided among
themselves to send an Austrian army if the King's subjects did
not submit; they then communicated their decision to the envoys
of the Italian governments. France made a useless demand to
begin with conciliatory measures. Austria, acting in the name
of the sovereigns, sent an army into the Kingdom of Naples.
The length of the occupation was to be settled by a new congress.

The Congress of Laybach ended in a public declaration from
Austria regarding the uniformity of views and principles of the
great powers. The French government corrected it in an ex-
planatory note, which Metternich seized upon to represent France
to the Tsar as a hotbed of revolution. The sovereigns were
about to leave Laybach, where they had been awaiting the result
of the Austrian expedition into Naples, when they learned of the
revolution of Piedmont (see p. 331). This was immediately fol-
lowed by the Greek revolt of Ypsilanti in Moldavia (see p. 619).
Alexander, without hesitation, gave his judgment against the
revolutionists. He offered an army against Piedmont and dis-